
LEVEL

Name  

© Learning A–Z  All rights reserved. www.readinga-z.com

RR

The Shopping Cart Mystery

Word Count: 171

12 
23 
33 
39

44

54 
64 
75 
87 
93

103 
116 
128 
142 
148

The Shopping Cart Mystery

The kids were up to their hips in water, cleaning up the 
trash that clogged the river. Most of the garbage was stuff 
they expected—cans, plastic bags, tires—but they also found 
something they couldn’t explain: shopping carts.

“Here’s another one,” Stuart yelled.

“There seem to be more on the left-hand side,” Tara 
shouted. There weren’t any grocery stores for miles, and they 
couldn’t imagine why anyone would push a cart so far just 
to dump it in the river. “We should follow the shopping carts 
and see where they’re coming from.”

As they went upstream, they found even more, until they 
saw a giant pile of carts towering to the top of the riverbank. 
The kids peeked over the bank into the large parking lot of 
a thrift store. Just then, a gust of wind began to blow a cart, 
faster and faster, toward the riverbank.
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“Incoming!” cried Tara, and the kids splashed away as the 
cart toppled onto the pile.

“I suppose we’ve solved our mystery,” said Stuart.
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